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Halfway is the latest film from award-winning filmmaker Shaun
Carpenter. It placed in the top 100 of the $100,000 2009 Short Film
Contest in the Doorpost Film Project in the category of “Forgiveness.”
In addition, Halfway was a finalist out of a couple thousand entries in
the prestigious 2009 Action/Cut International Short Film Competition.
Dr. Carpenter, an ER MD in Mandeville, Louisiana, took advantage

of “the slow filming season” in New Orleans—when bonding runs in
the $300,000 range and most of the majors opt out of shooting during
hurricane season—and hired as many professionals as possible to shoot
his seven-minute short.
Filmed entirely in the Lakeview neighborhood of New Orleans,

Halfway tells the story of two young boys whose friendship is the bond
that will get them through a difficult and dangerous time. The film is

narrated by Paul as an adult and he tells his story of purpose and under-
standing that reaches far beyond his age.
As is often the case with friends, Paul must decide how far he’ll go to

save a friendship as Jeremy is constantly making them late for school,
which gets them in trouble with both the bus driver who “looks like a
serial killer” as well as Paul’s mother. Jeremy’s mom, Ms. Petersen, on
the other hand, seemingly takes it all in stride. After all, love is blind and
she can do no wrong in Paul’s eyes as she is admittedly his first crush.
Eventually, the viewer is reminded that not only are things not always

as they seem, but that often children are subjected to circumstances out
of their control. Being written and directed by an emergency room
doctor makes such a reality all too clear.
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GARY MICHAEL SMITH PREVIEWS SOME OF THE FILMS THAT WILL BE SHOWING AT THE 20TH ANNUAL
NEW ORLEANS FILM FESTIVAL IN OCTOBER. FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE FILM FESTIVAL,
VISIT WWW.NEWORLEANSFILMFEST.COM.
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