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Despite being extremely busy selling foreign rights
to finished movies as well as projects in pre-produc-
tion—when not negotiating for talent over the
phone—he was nonetheless kind enough to sit down
with Louisiana Film & Video Magazine during the
American Film Market in Santa Monica to discuss his company’s very
hectic production slate. Though he is a transplant, Lerner loves shoot-
ing movies in Louisiana and had a lot of  positive things to say about the
state, and Shreveport in particular.

“We like Louisiana and the people from there,” said Lerner. “The
whole film commission is great and we like the whole group. They are
really quite good and really care about the film industry. Louisiana is
also a place that has a lot of  the locations typically needed to shoot a
movie. In Shreveport specifically, you’ve got forests, mountains and lakes.
Also, the roads there are quite good if  you want to do an interstate
production and get in and out of  the city. I also chose Shreveport specif-
ically because the weather there is nice throughout the year, except from
November through February. There is also less traffic there than in New
Orleans, which made it a good economic decision. Obviously, Louisiana
also has the best tax credits as well, with rebates for producers, so this
was another reason.”

Nu Image/Millenium likes the state so much, in fact, that in 2011 they
are opening a production facility that will not only serve their own
productions, but those of  outside producers as well.

“Regarding the production facility we are constructing, we will have
a 15,000-square-foot building, a 20,000-square-foot building, and a
10,000- to 12,000-square-foot building, which will include warehouses,
offices, and storage spaces,” said Lerner. “We also bought camera equip-
ment, trucks, grip and electrical equipment. We will also have a CGI
facility for movies like Drive Angry, which we shot in Shreveport, and
The Mechanic, which was shot in New Orleans.”

As much as Lerner likes the Pelican State, it seems that the state has
brought him some good luck in terms of  box office. In this past year
alone, Nu Image/Millenium shot The Expendables partially in Louisiana,
which went on to become the number one movie in the country. When
pressed about future productions in the state, including a sequel, Lerner
had a lot to say.
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“We haven’t really decided yet, as we are still in the script stage,” he
explained. “There is a good chance we will shoot The Expendables sequel,
as well as Kane and Lynch (based on the popular video game and slated
to star Bruce Willis and Jamie Foxx), in Louisiana. We actually finished
shooting the Conan re-make last year and are also thinking about shoot-
ing a second one in Louisiana.”

He continued, “The story of  a hitman can also always be made and sold,
so we decided to re-make the Charles Bronson movie from the ‘70s called
The Mechanic because I like the relationship of  the hitman and the son of
his mentor. It will be released on the 28th of  January on 2,600 screens in
association with CBS Films. We are very excited about this relationship.”

Regarding talent, Lerner has a long history of  working with Nicolas
Cage and recently wrapped Drive Angry, directed by Patrick Lussier (My
Bloody Valentine 3D), which stars the actor. Lerner only had plaudits for
the actor.

“Nic is a consummate professional and a great actor,” he said. “It is
always wonderful to be with him. I enjoy his acting very much, as well
as his friendship. Drive Angry will be released on February 25th on close
to 3,000 screens in the United States, Canada, and the rest of  the world.”

As the interview wrapped up, Lerner had to leave for a business meet-
ing. When pressed about a Richard Kuklinski project that was generat-
ing buzz at AFM, Lerner smiled.

“You are talking about the Iceman movie?” he asked. “We are going
to shoot The Iceman in Louisiana next August.”

When asked if  he had any plans to work with Shreveport director
Jeffrey Goodman, who recently shot his own hitman movie The Last Lull-
aby starring Tom Sizemore and Sasha Alexander (from NCIS), Lerner
closed the interview on an optimistic note.

“I’m so sorry but I have not heard about this movie or director,” he
said. “Of  course, if  it’s a good movie we would like to work with any
director, especially if  they are from Shreveport.”
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