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Grand Isle is a combination fishing and resort town
in Jefferson Parish, located on a barrier island of  the
same name. The Island is at the mouth of  Barataria
Bay where it meets the Gulf  of  Mexico, and is part of
the New Orleans–Metairie–Kenner metropolitan area.
Grand Isle’s only land connection to the mainland is
via a causeway bridge, near the west end of  the island,
which connects it to southern Lafourche Parish.

When I was a kid, the Island was very much a small
community with a large weekend retreat contingent
and noted for having a 25-year-old police chief—the
youngest in the state. The beach was lined with camps,
some nicer than owners’ homes back on the mainland.
Life was simple, if  at times sparse, with residents having
to travel on the one road back to the mainland for
many public services.

Today, residents are availed a normal life with a
public school (K-12), public library, community center,
fire station, medical clinic, and beautifully maintained
state park with plentiful picnic and restroom/shower
facilities. David Camardelle, mayor of  Grand Isle,
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New Orleans has hills and piney
woods, swamps and suburbs,
and a lake and a river. And

with soundstages—such as the nearly
complete Second Line Stages—there’s
nothing we can’t replicate, except
perhaps expansive desert and snow-
covered mountains. One location the
scouts seemed to have missed, however,
is the beach. When I was growing up
60 miles south of  New Orleans and we
wanted the surf  and sand experience,
we went to Grand Isle, Louisiana.
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confirms that “the town of  Grand Isle has many services that are
still growing bigger and better than ever.” And although the town
sponsors a well-attended annual fishing rodeo, there’s still a small-
town vibe that pervades this quaint beachfront community.

While the town still has a small population, it’s probably more
cosmopolitan than many locations its size. And this population
historically has been notably resilient. Since 1877 Grand Isle has
weathered a tropical storm every 2.7 years with direct hurricane hits
every 7.8 years. The Island also took a beating from Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita in 2005, and Gustav in 2008. But just as
Hiroshima and Nagasaki rebuilt as new civilizations, Grand Isle has
grown not so much in size but in what it has to offer those who reside
there, as well as the many who visit. On a recent trip, I was amazed
by the renovations, new constructions, and plentiful offerings, and
couldn’t help but feel that it’s now a great venue for any feature film
set in a beach community.

“Located only minutes from New Orleans, getting to Grand Isle
is very easy, and once here, you will feel a million miles away,” says
Patricia Borne, Jefferson Parish Public Information Officer. She
assures, “The Island has ample lodging for casual visitors and avid
anglers. You can stay in a beach house or camp and be just steps
away from the waters of  the Gulf  of  Mexico.”

For the sparse 1,541 residents (by 2000 census counts) life is much
the same as any fishing and resort community. The off-season (Octo-
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ber through March) is perfect for the hide-from-the-killer-on-a-
deserted-beach film or maybe a secluded-writer-finishes-the-epic-
story-on-the-beach biopic. On the other hand, tourist season on the
Island is April through September, making this the perfect time to
film a spring break feature or disaster-on-the-beach production
where lots of  people are needed. Need even more people? There’s
the Tarpon Rodeo—the oldest fishing rodeo in the country—that
brings in an estimated 20,000-plus visitors over the three-day event
toward the end of  July.

The point is that the Island is a dramatically under-used venue
in Jefferson Parish. I remember visiting as a youth and dining out
at “the restaurant.” Today, there are no less than five restaurants
and six delis. I recently dined on an affordable and plentiful soft-
shelled crab dinner that could have matched any in New Orleans.
This is an island in the Gulf  of  Mexico after all.

As far as lodging goes, it’s plentiful with 1 bed and breakfast, 12
campgrounds and trailer parks, 15 motels and cabins, and 26 camps
for rent or lease. And if  you need more, contact the five real estate
offices on the Island for detailed information. These realtors prob-
ably will also ensure that you know about the 3 kayak rental compa-
nies, 7 marinas and bait shops, and 30 charter coastal, inland, and
offshore boat services. Not to mention the 34 special events, fish-
ing rodeos, and parades. Yes, they even celebrate Mardi Gras, in
case you need that in your film, and even have locals with real Cajun
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accents.
Mayor Camardelle states,

“Throughout the year, Grand
Isle has many fishing rodeos
and other events that are
seasonal and help support our
business people. Our beach is
one of  the greatest tourist
attractions here, as well as an
abundance of  exotic birds, a
butterfly dome, and our fishing
pier, which is open to all who
love the great outdoors. Plus,
Grand Isle always has had the
freshest shrimp and fish—all
caught in the Gulf  waters.”

The Island might look like
quite a distance from major
cities in Louisiana, but with
the brand new causeway
traversing the beautiful and
even cinematic salt-water marsh, the trip is great for brainstorming,
script reviewing, and any other pre-production preparation.

So when scouting a beach location for your next film, get in touch
with the Jefferson Parish Film Office (504-736-6400) or go directly
to Grand Isle officials (www.grand-isle.com). They’re a personable,
hospitable, and cooperative group who are used to playing host to
thousands of  visitors on a moment’s notice. 

“Grand Islanders have a rich history of  welcoming visi-
tors and making their stays enjoyable and memorable,” says Cherreen
Gegenheimer from the Jefferson Parish President’s office. “They’re
ready to extend this same hospitality to the production industry. Local
officials, too, look forward to facilitating the needs of  production crews.”
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