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21st ANNUAL
NEWORLEANSFILM FESTIVAL

Mark your calendars, film buffs—it’s
time once again to hit the theaters for
our annual competition of the film-

makers! The New Orleans Film Festival
(NOFF), which has grown into a major show-
case of local, regional, national and interna-
tional films, was founded in 1989 by the New
Orleans Film Society (NOFS), a 501(c)(3)
organization.

The NOFF continues its tradition as Louisiana’s preeminent film
event, presenting an eclectic program of productions with photogenic
New Orleans as its backdrop. Offering filmmakers and film fans an
ideal setting in a world-famous city, the NOFF draws more than 7,000
attendees annually. Both established and emerging filmmakers gain
media exposure, connect with the region’s diverse audiences, and
participate in an acclaimed event attended by industry professionals
as well as celebrated luminaries. Over the past two decades, the NOFF
has spotlighted numerous indie icons, and many of the festival’s
alumni have gone on to be honored at Sundance, Cannes, Toronto,
and even the Academy Awards.

Film categories include Narrative Feature (fiction films 40 minutes
or more); Narrative Short (fiction films 39 minutes or less); Docu-
mentary Feature (nonfiction films 40 minutes or more); Documentary
Short (nonfiction films 39 minutes or less); Animation (films of any
length animated by any means); and Experimental (films 30 minutes
or less that explore new and creative uses of film and video, whether
in technique, form, or both). This year there are more than 800 entries
in the various categories. Ashley Lanaux, marketing director for the
festival and principal/partner at Sparkle Beetle Communications in
New Orleans, believes this to be one of the best festivals ever.

This year, the NOFF also will hold its first ever Bumper Video
Contest, showcasing short films that in some way promote the New
Orleans Film Festival, filmgoing, and/or filmmaking. The winning
films will screen during the New Orleans Film Festival with winners,
selected by the NOFF programming staff, receiving one All-Access
pass to the 2010 NOFF and a VIP gift bag.

The cost of each screening for NOFS members is $7 at the door
and $9 for general admission. But as always, All-Access and Six-Film
passes also are available. All-Access passes, at $150 for NOFS
members and $200 general admission, provide entry to all festival
screenings, parties, receptions, and events—including sold-out events.
Six-Film Passes are $35 for members and $45 for all others and
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provide entry to any six screenings.
Also worthy of note is that in addition to the annual NOFF each

fall, the NOFS hosts special events throughout the year such as the
French Film Festival, the New Orleans International Children’s Film
Festival, and other events designed to benefit local film audiences,
artists, and professionals. The NOFS also presents two monthly film
series—one at the Contemporary Arts Center and one with the Porch
7th Ward Cultural Organization.

The 21st Annual New Orleans Film Festival will take place Octo-
ber 14–21 at various venues throughout the city to include the
Contemporary Arts Center, Prytania Theatre, Stern Auditorium at
the New Orleans Museum of Art, the Theatres at Canal Place, the
Porch 7th Ward Cultural Organization, and Chalmette Movies. Spon-
sors include the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences, the
Arts Council of New Orleans, the Mboya K. Marsalis Fund, the City
of New Orleans Office of Film and Video, Humid Beings, Panavi-
sion, Second Line Stages, and Screenvision.

CHECK ONLINE AT WWW.NEWORLEANSFILMSOCIETY.ORG FOR MORE
INFORMATION.
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