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EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES IN
NEW ORLEANS FILM INDUSTRY

Around the turn of the century, Louisiana developed groundbreak-
ing and precedent-setting tax incentives to stimulate the state’s tele
vision and film production. The incentive program has since been

reviewed and tweaked a couple times, but has resulted in a booming indus-
try. Some would even say that it took us by surprise, so much so that
production companies had to bring in crews from out of state to fill profes-

sional needs. Slowly, locals in the industry, from headshot photographers
to acting coaches, started offering courses, seminars, and symposia based
on personal experience to local actors and extras. And as our industry grew,
yet more needs were recognized to train crews in production and post-
production specialties. Below are some of these educational opportuni-
ties current as of the time of this writing.
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NEW ORLEANS CENTER FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS
The NOCCAMedia Arts program offers technical and conceptual training in audio,

film, video production and digital media. This program prepares high school students
for admission to universities with intensive study in the history, theory and aesthetics
of communication arts. Areas of study include audio recording, cinematography, direct-
ing, editing, lighting, motion graphics and script writing. NOCCA’s Media Arts program
is a Digidesign Sponsored School incorporating Digidesign hardware and ProTools soft-
ware into its audio program. The department also is an Apple Authorized Training
Center for Final Cut Pro.

DELGADO COMMUNITY COLLEGE
DCC offers a Diploma Program in Film and Video Production for studies of a year

or more. The school also offers a Certificate Program for studies of less than one year,
providing more short-term job training for an expedited transition into the film indus-
try workforce. All courses focus on the technical aspects of film and video production.
Delgado also is offering a new program in editing. The Editech program consists of six
courses covering topics such as editing with Final Cut Pro, sound design and typogra-
phy. The first two courses in the series being offered this spring are Introduction to the
Macintosh Platform and Introduction to Final Cut Pro 6.

UNIVERSITY OF NEW ORLEANS
UNO has a fine arts program that trains independent filmmakers in such communica-

tion arts areas as high-tech digital animation, documentary, dramatic film production and
live performance. The program includes amotion capture facility and state-of-the-art digi-
tal post-production editing and audio suites. The undergraduate program is founded on
a liberal arts education terminating in a 120-credit-hour bachelor’s degree, and themasters
program is an accredited terminal 60-hour Master of Fine Arts.

MUSIC BUSINESS INSTITUTE/CUTTING EDGE FILM WORKSHOP
The MBI recently presented its 17th annual symposium on independent filmmaking

called the Cutting Edge Film Workshop designed for both aspiring and professional film-
makers. The seminar addressed legal and practical aspects of filmmaking, with legal sessions
being Mandatory Continuing Legal Education qualified. Practical sessions covered
screenwriting, distribution and critiquing of films by a panel of film experts. Special panels
were presented for those seeking to learnmore about the state’s growing film industry, how
to get involved in it, and how to take advantage of the film incentives. Legal topics included
acquisition of literary rights, negotiatingmusic synchronized licenses, film financing, domes-
tic and international distribution, and contract negotiation. Several sessions offered in this
past symposia included Grand Rights, Mobile, and Game Licensing; Ethics in Film and
Television; and Contracts, Distribution, and Film Financing.

NEW ORLEANS VIDEO ACCESS CENTER
NOVAC is perhaps the premier provider of film industry education offering hands-

on intensive training through not only education but also career development, commu-
nity outreach, independent productions, and special events.

NOVAC’S LOUISIANA FILM CREW TRAINING PROGRAM
NOVAC’s LFCTP is a no-cost intensive, hands-on training program designed to

prepare students for entry-level work in the film and TV production industry. Partici-
pants learn the language and techniques of certain aspects of filmmaking and televi-
sion production as well as individual assistance with job placement within related

NOCCA’s teen camp.

Students at work at NOCCA’s teen camp.

NOVAC Digital Film Institute FinalCut Pro demo at NOCCA.
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industries. Training includes such
positions as Production Assistant,
Set Construction, Scenic Paint-
ing, Wardrobe Assistant, Account-
ing Clerks, Grip, and Electrician.
There also is a Camera Assistant
training track for those interested
in becoming 1st ACs (assistant
camera) and 2nd ACs. Addition-
ally, a weeklong Sports Videogra-
phy Workshop trains Louisiana
residents to film, produce, and
commentate amateur sporting
events for games that are featured
on the amateur sports online tele-
vision network Rawskillstv.com.
NOVAC’s LFCTP class sizes

are limited because the training is
free yet taught by film industry
professionals. There’s even a one-
week Teen Camp that introduces
students to digital filmmaking and
discusses career opportunities in
film and television production.

NOVAC’S DIGITAL MEDIA
INSTITUTE
NOVAC’s DMI sponsors

monthly training in a variety of

disciplines as well as certifications.
One recent set of courses included
Final Cut Pro, Photoshop, Screen-
writing, Video for Web, Becoming
an Apple Certified Trainer (ACT),
and Fast Track Final Cut Pro
Training.

New Orleans has come a long
way from placing extras through
the Department of Labor Employ-
ment Office—we now have a
plethora of extras casting compa-
nies—and bringing in most of our
film crews from out of town.
Panavision even saw the need to
set up a distribution center in the
Elmwood Industrial Park instead
of continuing to ship cameras
fromDallas for every film. And the
Music Shed recording studio on
Euterpe Street recently recorded
some members of the Louisiana
Philharmonic Orchestra for Mike
Judge’s recently released Extract
film score. As we continue to grow
our industry we will fill needs that
surpass acting coaches and video
editors. Other parts of the state
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have shown such commitment,
from equipment and service
vendor startups to building a wave
pool for ocean scenes.
New Orleans could see

dramatic increase if a) we keep a
competitive tax incentive
program; b) develop permanent
soundstages for producing series;
and c) promote a focus on indus-
try standard and state-of-the-art
post-production facilities that
make producers and directors
want to stay a little longer after
wrapping rather than heading
back to L.A. or New York to
oversee final post work. Finally,

city government needs to recog-
nize the prospect of long-term
revenue offered by the industry.
Hollywood South-Louisiana
could be as popular as the West
Coast and the Northeast if we
show demonstrated commitment
through intuitive foresight,
progressive planning, and ethical
business practices.

As we continue to grow our indus-
try we will fill needs that surpass
acting coaches and video editors.

Other parts of the state have
shown such commitment


