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HISTORYONDISPLAY

New Orleans is no stranger
to museums, with exhibits
ranging from photogra-

phy to pharmacology, para-
psychology to voodoo. We have
much history and see the value of
preserving it.
And with such a dramatic and

long-standing past of Louisiana-shot
feature films spanning nearly a
century, it seems that a filmmuseum
is long overdue. Consequently, the
Louisiana Film Museum is where
film buffs can visit and learn more
about the history of movies that have
been produced in Louisiana.
Since 1898, when American

Mutoscope and Biograph Co. first
started making films in Louisiana,
more than 600 major motion
pictures, short films, documentary
shorts, television series, and music
videos have been produced using the
Sportsman’s Paradise as the back-
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drop, and more than 180 are
currently in production or planned
for production through 2011.
Originally housed in the River-

walk, themuseum recently procured
its own home in the FrenchQuarter.
Executive director Jeffrey Pipes
Guice says the move was just good
business, as the new location is more
accessible to foot traffic andmore in
“the heart” of the city.
When asked what he hopes to

accomplish with such a venture,
Guice is focused: “Our main goal is
to show theworld that Louisiana has
more to offer than just the excitement
of Mardi Gras, our delicious food,
our wonderful music, and our New
Orleans Saints.”
It seems to be working. The

museum is fast becoming a tourist
destination for film aficionados and
buffs alike, and also features a display
of movie scripts, actual props, and
costumes that will change on a quar-
terly basis. The museum’s perma-
nent display features a timeline of

each of the major films produced in
Louisiana, along with stills and
cinema posters of the majority of
these films. In the near future the
museum plans to add a computer
kiosk with video footage and a wide
screen for movie screening. But the
focus is still Louisiana.
Guice explains, “While there are

somany films fromwhich to choose,
based on so many different criteria,
I’mmore interested in how the direc-
tors captured the essence of
Louisiana in their films, which I feel
is well represented in ourAnnual Fall
Film Series.”
Last fall’s film series lineup

included acclaimed iconic features
such as Tarzan, King Creole, Easy
Rider, and A Streetcar Named Desire,
to name a few. But Guice still plans
to screen contemporary blockbusters
such as Déjà Vu and All the King’s
Men, as well as any number of docu-
mentaries such as When the Levees
Broke and Forgotten on the Bayou.
While Guice is interested in

presenting smaller-budget or inde-
pendent productions shot within the
state, he says that what is chosen to
screen “really depends on what the
members want to see, as we want to
deliver films that our membership
will support.”
In the near future, Guice plans to

host panel discussionswith local film-
makers. Other plans include having
the museum serve as a classroom for
local students interested in learning
more about the role that Louisiana
has played in the history of filmmak-
ing. Themuseumwill also work with
local area schools to encourage
students to participate in annual film-
making projects.
In addition, the museum is open-

ing its doors as a unique venue for
private and corporate events during
evening hours.
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