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T he American Federation of  Musicians (AFM) of  the United States and
Canada is the largest organization in the world representing the inter-
ests of  professional musicians. Whether negotiating fair agreements,

protecting ownership of  recorded music, securing benefits such as health-
care and pension, or lobbying legislators, the AFM is committed to raising
industry standards and placing the professional musician in the foreground
of  the cultural landscape.

Nationally, with headquarters in New York City, the AFM has specialized depart-
ments to assist in such areas as Touring, Theater and Booking, Symphonic, Elec-
tronic Media, Organizing and Education, Governmental Affairs, Freelance Service,
Field Services, and Membership. Moreover, the AFM and Employers’ Pension
Fund is one of  the largest pension funds in the entertainment industry, with more
than half  a billion dollars in assets. Every year millions of  dollars are paid out to
participating musicians.

Perhaps one of  the largest draws to members is the insurance. AFM provides
access to the “All-Risk” Musician Instrument and Equipment Insurance Plan,
protecting instruments and music-related equipment from vandalism, breakage,
water, fire, lightning and theft up to the full replacement value. Moreover, AFM
members are protected if  they are injured during a performance by signing up for
the Musician’s Liability Insurance. This policy provides up to $1 million for each occur-
rence and up to $2 million of  aggregate coverage for lawsuits arising out of  bodily injury
and/or damage to property for others, occurring on or off  premises during your perform-
ance.

As another benefit to members, AFM also offers a number of  other low-cost insur-
ance options including accidental death and dismemberment, cancer care protec-
tion, catastrophic major medical, disability income plan, group term life, hospital
indemnity plan, major medical insurance plans, and short-term medical
insurance. Also, union members are entitled to all the benefits offered by
Union Plus, including bargains for the home, savings on prescription
drugs and other health costs, auto insurance, legal services, discounts
on computers and technology, as well as discounts on travel and recre-
ation. Additionally, members are eligible for an AFL-CIO endorsed
credit card, with an average rate two percent below the national aver-
age, no annual fee, and a unique, valuable Member Advocacy
Program.

Annual dues are $156 with a one-time Federation Initiation Fee
of  $65. If  paid quarterly, it’s $39, plus the Local 174-496 one-time
Initiation Fee of  $50. 

THE LOCAL 174-496 OFFICE IS LOCATED AT 2401 ESPLANADE AVENUE IN
NEW ORLEANS, OPEN FROM 9:30AM TO 5PM. CALL 504-947-1700 OR E-MAIL
LOCAL174-496@AFM.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION, OR VISIT
WWW.NEWORLEANSMUSICIANS.ORG.

WANT TO PLAY
MUSIC IN FILMS?
NEW ORLEANS MUSICIANS UNION
CAN HELP PREPARE YOU.
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