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Our tour of  the Cajun Coast starts at the end of  Four-Mile Bayou
Road in Stephenville, where the original T-Man Bailey’s store was
blown up for a scene in Tony Scott’s Déjà vu, starring Denzel Wash-
ington and Val Kilmer. What many filmmakers don’t know, however,
is that the swamps you see along Four-Mile Bayou in Stephenville
were used as the jungles of  Africa in the first Tarzan of the Apes, a
silent movie featuring Elmo Lincoln that was filmed in Morgan City
in 1918.

Continuing along Highway 70, near Morgan City’s Doiron’s Land-
ing is more swampland that was used as the backdrop for Willie
Stark’s campaign speech in All the King’s Men. The political
drama, based on Louisiana Governor Huey Long, starred Sean Penn,
Jude Law and Kate Winslet. This same swampland was also the loca-
tion of  the family home in the sci-fi, futuristic film The Fire Next
Time, a story about global warming and the greenhouse effect that
starred Bonnie Bedelia and Craig T. Nelson.

W ith each issue of  Louisiana Film and Video Magazine we try to profile at least one area of
interest for television and film production. This time, our sojourns bring us to the often
forgotten but photogenically vibrant Morgan City area. Besides being a great location, the

area has turned out such television episodic and film writer/director/producer luminaries as Julie
Hebert (Third Watch, ER, The West Wing), who was profiled in a recent issue of  LF&V Magazine. 

Morgan City history is rich with firsts: Besides hosting the first
Tarzan film it also produced the first offshore oil rig to be set out
of  the sight of  land. It’s also the home of  the world’s largest commer-
cial marine fleet, Tidewater, Inc., as well as the world’s largest heli-
copter pad, owned and operated by Petroleum Helicopters, Inc.
Indeed, I have many memories of  flying helicopters out of  Morgan
City when I worked in the oil industry years ago. 

Railroad Avenue and its stores in Morgan City represented the
1940s hometown of  Willie Stark in All the King’s Men, and the Front
Street area near the docks was the site for the scene of  the terrible
flooding in The Fire Next Time. The wharf  also was the major setting
for the 1953 film Thunder Bay, starring Jimmy Stewart in the story
of  the conflicts between the fishing and oil industries. Willie Stark
in All the King’s Men made another campaign speech at these same
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docks. Most recently, the dock, storefront, and
waterway were the setting for The Curious
Case of Benjamin Button, which starred Brad
Pitt and Cate Blanchett.

Leaving Morgan City you can go to
another wharf  area in Berwick, Louisiana—
Julie Hebert’s original home. The Berwick
dock, seawall, and several locations through-
out the downtown area were the setting for
The Yellow Handkerchief with William Hurt,
Kristen Stewart and Maria Bello. The first
white settler to traverse the wilderness in this
area was Thomas Berwick, a surveyor from
Pennsylvania. Working in Opelousas, he
settled along the banks of  the Atchafalaya
River in the late 1700s, and today the town
of  Berwick is the home to a number of
seafood processing plants and boat companies.

From Berwick, follow Highway 182 to the private Dixie Planta-
tion in Franklin. This was another shooting location for a scene with
Jude Law as Jack Burton in the All the King’s Men. Also in Franklin
is Oaklawn Manor, which was the setting for the 1975 film The
Drowning Pool with Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward. An aviary
built during the production of  the movie is still used today. 

Franklin’s legal and political roots run deep, hence, so much of
All the King’s Men was shot in the area. It’s home to five Louisiana
governors, three U.S. senators, a Chief  Justice of  the Louisiana
Supreme Court, an Attorney General, a Lt. Governor, and two state
senators. And not just for politicians and jurists, it was named as a

top 100 small town two consecutive years in “The Best 100 Small
Towns in America.”

Leaving Franklin, you can head to Baldwin to the Baptist Church
on Martin Luther King Road for the setting of  yet another politi-
cal speech by Willie Stark. Finally, the private Albania Plantation
in Jeanerette was the setting of  scenes during the characters’ ideal-
istic youth in All the King’s Men.

So you can see the Cajun Coast of  Morgan City and surround-
ing areas is ripe for filming. If  you’re interested contact the Cajun
Coast Visitors & Convention Bureau at 985-395-7041 or 
cstansbury@cajuncoast.com.
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