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FLORIDA CITRUS GROVES
IN PLAQUEMINES PARISH

F
rom series such asCSI: Miami, to features likeMarley and Me, to orange
juice commercials, TV and film productions have enjoyed the perpet-
ual summer imagery of a good Florida orange grove. But while

Louisiana can portray many places—especially with our 1,200-square-foot
day stagewith gigantic green screen inHarahan—what filmmakers and loca-
tion scouts may forget is that we can also be the citrus groves of Florida.

Besides the beaches of Grand Isle and Port Fouchon, Southeast Louisiana
has a plethora of citrus plantations a mere 25 miles south of New Orleans.

Stan Mathes, director of Economic Development and point of contact for
scout locations, welcomes all who wish to use the lush environment of Plaque-
mines Parish for their film projects. “We feel that our Parish is ideal for the film
industry to use our abundant citrus groves as settings for films,” he tells me.

He assures, “Our community is in support of these types of projects and,
along with the local government, would fully participate in making sure that
these films would be done with ease, efficiency, and professionalism. We have
the infrastructure, lodging, catering, equipment, and transportation in place to
make your project a success.”

In reference to the many other amenities in Plaquemines Parish, he adds,
“Ourothervenues includeplantations,wetlands,hardwood forests, fisheries, and
a Civil War fort.”

Oneof themost valuable resourcesof PlaqueminesParish is indeedFort Jack-
son, built in 1822 under the recommendation of General Andrew Jackson. In
1861, Fort Jackson served as an important defense for the city of NewOrleans
during the Civil War and was also used as a training base during World War I
(1917–1918). It has been the proud home of the Plaquemines Parish Fair &
Orange Festival since 1970.

Aside from this popular event, Plaquemines Parish has many other notable
venues. Some events include the Buras Fire Department’s April crawfish boil,
the renownedN’Awlins Air Show held at theNaval Air Base, the Belle Chasse
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Heritage& Seafood Festival inMay, and various other fairs and fishing rodeos.
For out of towners, there are a dozen lodges, inns, villas, cabins andhotels.One
of the more notable is the 1834 Woodland Plantation, which rents a number
of rooms and suites, but also includes salons, a study, and a drawing room that
will transport you to another era.

When the cast and crew have wrapped and are ready to dine out, Plaque-
mines Parish is home to no fewer than 50 delis, catering companies and full-
service restaurants.Andbeinga strong fishingcommunityaswell as citrusgrower,
the Parish has nearly a dozen marinas that host up to 27 annual tournaments,
fishing rodeos and tours.

Geographically, Plaquemines is Louisiana’s southernmost Parish, where the
Mississippi River meets the Gulf of Mexico. The Parish, with nearly 23,000
residents, sports many waterways, as well as fishing and hunting grounds. It is
truly a sportsman’s paradise with some of the best commercial and sportsman
fishing areas in the world.

With the seafood industry being one of the leading sources of income and
highest employers inLouisiana,PlaqueminesParishproducesmillionsof pounds
of shrimp, oysters, crabs and fish every year. It’s also the operational center for
the offshore oil and gas industry, and thePlaquemines Port andHarborTermi-
nal District is continuing to be sought after as the coal exporting capital of
Louisiana.

WithLouisiana’s semitropical climate,PlaqueminesParish temperatures vary
from season to season, but are typically warm. January is the coldest month,
with average lows in the 40s and highs in the 60s, and thewarmestmonths are
July and August, with average lows in the 70s and highs in the 90s. October
through December are perhaps the most pleasant months when temperatures
range from the 60s at night to 70s during the day.

So save the trip to the panhandle and shoot in Plaquemines Parish. The
weather is pleasant, the people are friendly, and the culture is unmatched.
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