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WHEN PEOPLE ARE THE LOCATION 
STORY AND PHOTOS BY GARY MICHAEL SMITH,

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

A
s any location scout will attest,
a screenplay at any time could
find the need for a venue

crowded with office workers, pedes-
trians or spectators. 

During the New Orleans Film Festival last October, The Vicious
Kind (Lee Toland Krieger) used a common public venue: a bowling
alley. This masterfully crafted—albeit pathologically dark and sinis-
ter—drama/comedy used the short scene perhaps to show common-
ality with camaraderie among the characters. 

But what if  the internal conflict had progressed at, say, a roller
derby? That would have gotten the viewers’ attention!

Those coming to New Orleans from the Northeast, West Coast, or
anywhere in between should know that the Crescent City is host to
the Big Easy Rollergirls—the city’s first and only all-female oval flat-
track roller derby team. While the Rollergirls have traveled to bouts
across the South, raising money for various causes from library foun-
dations to animal protection, what will impress anyone in the pres-
ence of  these whirlwind women is both their intense focus on the sport
and the pervading sense of  their own personal enjoyment of  friendly
competition.

With respect to Drew Barrymore’s directorial debut, Big Easy
Rollergirls bouts are not “Whip It Gone Wild.” Barrymore’s film took
place in Austin, Texas, and rightfully so since, although the sport began
in 1935, bouts were discontinued 40 years later but resurrected in 2000
in Austin. Back in Louisiana, besides phenomenal tax credits, film-
makers can have access to a group of  fun-loving comrades who play
pivot, blocker, or jammer positions with childlike smiles and inherent
Southern charm.

Since each team has 14 players, your production will automatically
get 28 talented extras plus a handful of  referees, score keepers,
announcers, cheerleaders, and a band. 

So instead of  filming that special action sequence where antago-
nist and protagonist chase each other through a Mardi Gras parade
of  giant heads (which actually don’t really exist, by the way), have them
dodge the Big Easy Rollergirls in a “jam” across the flat track. Hiring
them for your action scene will be money well-spent.

Big Easy Rollergirls.
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