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Recently my computer’s APC battery backup gave out. And not a month later my
home security alarm system started beeping. In the first instance, a local Office Depot
salesperson told me that they don’t have replaceable backup batteries in stock—only
entire units, which I didn’t need—but that they were sure Jefferson Battery Company
had them. I found JBC on Jefferson Highway just outside Orleans Parish, and sure
enough, they had batteries for both my computer and home security system. In fact,
they seemed to have every type of  battery available.

On my second visit I spoke with Jerry Muller, one of  the three brothers who own
JBC, and inquired about providing battery power sources to the film industry. “Oh sure,”
Muller told me, “we’ve worked with the Imagination Movers, Déjà Vu, and some other
productions over the years.” 

And of  course the film industry, known for its selection of  only the most reliable
vendors and service personnel, trusted JBC since the brothers have some 74 years of
combined experience in the portable power supply business.

HOLY PORTABLE POWER SOURCE—

IT’S THE BATTMAN!
STORY AND PHOTOS BY GARY MICHAEL SMITH,

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Everyone needs batteries at
some time or another, and
the television and film

industry is no exception. In fact,
they may even use more batter-
ies than many other industries for
everything from powering equip-
ment in real time to providing
backup power supplies. 

continued on page 36

The Muller brothers of Jefferson Battery.
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I was wondering how one finds himself  in
the battery business and it was explained by
Muller as sort of  serendipitous. “I was work-
ing offshore,” he tells the story, “and my
brother Cliff  was working in a lumber yard. I
think my other brother, Doug, was in the fast
food business at the time.” Then one day in
1977 a neighbor told them that her brother was
ready to retire and had talked about selling his
successful battery company. They figured “why
not?” and bought the business, which had
started in 1925 as Diamond Grid Battery
Company at 832 Frenchman Street in the
Marigny. 

They learned the industry from the ground
up, and today this family-owned and operated
business is one of  the most successful of  its kind
in the area. 

Besides the film production business, they’ve
also provided power to a number of  other
industries with a client list that spans local,
national and international boundaries. Muller
reveals, “Some of  our clients include stevedore
companies, the federal government, ship and port
suppliers, and major construction companies.” 

He continues, “Our sales are pretty diverse
and include batteries for cars and trucks,
wheelchairs and scooters, and home alarm and
computer backup systems.” They’ve even sold
photovoltaic battery cells for solar panels to be
used in government applications.

Another big part of  their business is gener-
ator and specialty batteries for local hotels, TV
stations, and newspaper offices. When I asked
about service calls, Muller tells me that in
special cases they will go to a location, and
other times will subcontract out such work to
electronics companies who will buy the batter-
ies from JBC.

Regarding availability, Muller tells me, “If  we
don’t have it, we can get it within four days.”

And when I ask how he can afford such good
prices, which was my experience both times, he
tells me his secret: “It’s not how you sell things
that’s important to your business, but how you
buy them.” 

Always curious about memorable moments,
I asked Muller for a story. “A customer called
once,” he reminisces, “asking if  we had a
battery for his car. I asked what kind of  car he

had, and after a short pause he said, ‘A blue
car.’ So I had to tell him, ‘Then that will take
a black battery.”’ 

The three brothers have particularly enjoyed
their work with the television and film indus-
try since everything is so highly specific that
customers always know exactly what they want,
and can get it quickly and affordably at Jeffer-
son Battery Company.
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The Battman, 
continued from page 34

JEFFERSON BATTERY COMPANY’S STOCK INCLUDES:

AC DELCO, EXIDE, YUASA, MOTORCROSS, GATES HAWKER, POLAROID,
SANYO, DURACELL PROCELL, CYCLONE, PANASONIC, SAFT, TADIRAN,
JAPLAR-SCHAUER CHARGERS, CADNICA, POWERSONIC, ENERSYS, EAGLE
PICHER, ULTRA LIFE, UNIVERSAL, MIDTRONICS, AUTOMETER, DEKA, 
ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT, AND MORE.

Cliff MullerDoug MullerJerry Muller
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