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First the fountains. The oldest and perhaps most controversial is at the art
deco Lakefront Airport (originally Shushan Airport), which is maintained

by the Orleans Parish Levee Board. Back in 1936–37, in conjunction with
the WPA, Enrique Alférez created his magnificent Fountain of the Four
Winds. Alférez (1901–1999) was a Mexican-born Louisiana artist and art
deco sculptor who settled in New Orleans, as many before him had, after a
stop-over whilst traveling. In his early days he fought under Pancho Villa in
the Mexican Revolution, and in the late 1930s, his Four Winds sculpture was
also revolutionary. His composition consisted of  a male figure representing
the north wind, with three females usurping the realms of  the east, west, and
south wind gods. His male Boreas, almost eight feet tall, was the troublemaker
in that it was so anatomically well-endowed that it created a storm of  contro-
versy. The artist found it necessary to guard his sculpture with his rifle so it
would not be disfigured. Even Eleanor Roosevelt stepped in to say that the
statue should remain as originally conceived.

Next is Popp Fountain, built in 1937 and also designed by Alférez. The
fountain, which was restored in 1999, is 60 feet wide and sends up a dramatic
spray 30 feet into the air from a cast bronze base of  leaping dolphins riding
lotus petals. An upper promenade, bordered by 26 Corinthian columns
draped in wisteria, surrounds the fountain. Both upper and lower prome-
nades circling the fountain are bordered by perennial plantings, and the walk-
ways at ground level are landscaped with native flora. The wrought iron
enclosed 11-acre site provides a private, shaded setting that has been used
for weddings, receptions and picnics since the late 1930s.

In 1953 the Levee Board opened Lake Terrace—an area bounded by Lake
Pontchartrain/Lakeshore Drive, the London Avenue Canal, Robert E. Lee
Boulevard, and Bayou St. John. The area has 93 acres of  park space, and a
park near Lakeshore Drive offers picnic and playground accommodations.
And in keeping with the city’s love of  fountains, the Lake Terrace Foun-
tain in the traffic circle at Lakeshore Drive and Paris Avenue was built and
still functions daily.

Then in 1961 Levee Board president Gerald J. Gallinghouse unveiled plans
to further develop the New Orleans lakefront by creating a landmark that
would pay tribute to a unique culture of  New Orleans. A fountain would be
constructed that featured the crests of  the city’s carnival krewes. At a cost of
a mere $42,000, the Mardi Gras Fountain is a premier lakefront area
attraction. The krewe crests were designed by famous carnival float builder
Blaine Kern, and in 2005—after more than 45 years of  service—the Mardi
Gras Fountain was rededicated with a $2.4-million renovation that now
includes beautiful walkways, modern lighting and functional benches.

Fifteen years after the original Mardi Gras Fountain plans, Spain dedicated
the Spanish Plaza in 1976 to the City of  New Orleans in remembrance of
their common historical past and as a pledge of  fraternity in the future. At
its focal point is the Spanish Plaza Fountain, surrounded by the seals of
the provinces of  Spain. Located at 1 Poydras Street next to the Riverwalk
Marketplace near the World Trade Center, the Plaza is a common meeting
place for those frequenting the attractions of  the downtown area to include
the Aquarium of  the Americas, Riverwalk Shopping Center, and Harrah’s
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E
very city has its nom de plume. New Orleans is “The Big Easy” based on our lifestyle, but it also helps to identify
what attracts us as a filming location. New Orleans can be New York, Miami, and Chicago, among other venues,
but we also have two more attractions that often go unnoticed by filmmakers: Our abundance of  large, historical

fountains and collection of  full-size uniquely ornate carousels. 
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Casino, which has a smaller fountain
of  its own.

The newest and perhaps most
ornate fountain can be found in the
Audubon Zoo, Uptown at the River.
Another WPA project, the pond
portion of  the fountain can be seen
in images of  the zoo’s construction in
the early 1920s and ‘30s. Before
renovation of  the zoo began in the
1970s, the pond was being used as an
otter exhibit. After the zoo was refur-
bished, the pond was beautified, and
included in the center was a grace-
ful 1922 statue of  the Greek Goddess
Diana the Huntress. In 1997 the
fountain was installed in the pond

and was adorned with a unique
installation of  elephants, with one
spaying water from its trunk. While
the zoo map calls the area “Elephant
Plaza,” it’s also known as the Cooper
Plaza in honor of  Marian Walmsley
Cooper, a woman who contributed
greatly to the 1970s renewal of  the
zoo. So if  you ask someone who
worked at the zoo before 1997 they’ll
refer to the structure as “Diana
Pond,” but if  they started working
after ’97 it’s Elephant Fountain.

A s for carousels, films throughout
history have used them in scenes

to convey every-
thing from a happy
carnival ambience
to a climaxing mise-
en-scene of  terror.
Whatever your
use, we have your
carousel. 

The oldest and
most historic is
City Park’s 1906
Flying Horses
of City Park’s
Carousel—
one of  only 100

antique wooden

carousels in the
country and the last
one in Louisiana.
The carousel,
featuring the
masterwork of
famed carvers
Charles I. D. Looff
and Charles
Carmel, features
56 functioning
pieces to include
30 jumping
horses, 21 standing horses, 1
giraffe, 1 lion, 1 camel and 2 chari-
ots. It is listed on the National Regis-
ter of  Historic Places, and its
renovation garnered national atten-
tion and praise from the National
Historic Preservation Society.

Just outside New Orleans in
Metairie is the Lafreniere Park
Carousel. Nicolas Chauvin de la
Freniere received a 5,000-acre land
grant (known as the Elmwood Plan-
tation) from the governor of
Louisiana, Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne
de Bienville. Jump ahead a couple
hundred years and construction was
started on Lafreniere Park in 1977,
and the park was substantially
finished and dedicated in 1982.

Nearly two decades later
the carousel had its official grand
opening in December 2000 and
features 30 moving horses, 1 zebra,
1 tiger and 2 chariots—one of  which
is handicapped accessible.

The latest edition to the carousel
collection is in Audubon Zoo and is
the Gottesman Family Endan-
gered Species Carousel. Put into
operation in 2003, this beautiful
carousel is decorated with oil paint-
ings of  the zoo’s animals and features
a 60-figure menagerie including
horses, elephants, rhinos, giraffes and
other vanishing species.
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