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KARL HASTEN: YOU NOW WORK IN THE FILM INDUSTRY AS A SET DECORATOR/BUYER,

BUT YOUR FIRST EXPERIENCE IN THE BUSINESS WAS QUITE DIFFERENT. TELL US ABOUT

THAT.

KATHERINE MILLER: My initial entry into the film industry was working in Los Ange-
les as the assistant for Oscar-nominated actor James Caan. My duties with Mr.
Caan included basically managing his life, traveling on his projects, scheduling,
and more. 

KH: SO WHAT QUALIFICATIONS DID YOU HAVE TO MOVE FROM THAT INTO SET 

DECORATOR/BUYER?

KM: Nothing in my background qualified me for the job I do now. I have just
always loved decorating and have become fortunate enough to work in the field
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in many different aspects. My title is basically set decorator/buyer,
which means I acquire almost everything you see on the screen. The
actual set designer gives me a list of  what they want and I “buy” it.
Most of  the people I now work with I have worked with before and
you get to know what they want, which makes the process much
easier. 

 I initially read the script to get a feel for the characters and that
also makes the job easier to do. I purchase or acquire everything from
the furniture, to the flooring to every piece of  paper you see, keys,
pillowcases, lamps, clothes that are hanging in a closet or thrown on
a bed, and so much more. I do not purchase the clothes the char-
acters wear; that is the wardrobe department. If  a character picks
up a hammer to hit someone or a piece of  chicken to eat, those are
under the props department. What I buy is what you see.

KH: YOU’VE WORKED ON A GREAT MANY PROJECTS IN YOUR HOMETOWN

OF SHREVEPORT. GIVE US AT LEAST A PARTIAL FILMOGRAPHY OF SOME OF

THOSE PROJECTS.

KM: Well, in addition to Wonderful World some of  the high points
have been Tekken in 2008, Mad Money with Diane Keaton and Katie
Holmes, Jessica Simpson’s Major Movie Star, and Harold and Kumar
Escape Guantanamo Bay, all in 2007. This is definitely the job for
me. I love it and it is a daily learning experience.

KH: OF ALL THE PROJECTS YOU HAVE UNDERTAKEN AS A SET DECORA-

TOR/BUYER, WHAT IS THE MOST INTRIGUING?

KM: All of  my projects have been interesting in their own way, but
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I think the most challenging project I have done is the one I am work-
ing on now in New Orleans, Treme. I give it that importance due to
the warp-speed pace of  the production and the multiple number of
sets per episode. Their attention to detail and “truth” has been
incredible and the standards have been very high. It has required a
lot of  hard work by a great team of  people—and I can’t stress the
word “team” enough. It has been great to work with such a terrific
crew. 

Treme is an HBO television series set to debut later this spring that
takes place in New Orleans three months after Hurricane Katrina
“as residents try to rebuild their homes, their lives and their unique
culture.” I started this project in September 2009 and will be on it
until March of  this year, at least covering the pilot and nine episodes.

KH: THOUGH YOU ARE FROM SHREVEPORT AND YOUR HOME IS THERE, YOU

ARE OCCASIONALLY CALLED ON TO WORK IN OTHER PARTS OF THE STATE.

IS THAT DIFFICULT?

KM: It just means my three dogs have become gypsies.

KH: WHAT ARE YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE SHREVEPORT FILM COMMUNITY?

KM: I am excited about all the activity that has been developing in
the area in the last few years. Hopefully, things will keep progress-
ing and more studios and facilities will get built. I think that is imper-
ative for North Louisiana to stay competitive with New Orleans and
Baton Rouge.

Katherine Miller (left) and Audrey Driscoll at Driscoll Antiques.
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